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Fromthe Desk of Fr. Leo-

When the explorers opened up the Far East and
the New World to European nations some centuries
ago, thousands sought their fortunes in those
discovered lands which promised wealth, success and
fame. Some did obtain these objectives but only after
much hardships and arduous toil, for it involved re-
adjusting to new climate and conditions, new situations
and challenges. Those who did not adjust were doomed
to disappointments.

Our Lord Jesus Christ has unfurled his banner for
us to follow him into an adventure that will challenge
the best in anyone. He is not out to conquer lands and
acquire wealth, but to conquer humankind for the
kingdom of God the Father, so that God may reign
fully over all hearts in love and lasting peace. This is
humankind's perfect happiness. To follow Christ will
mean a change of humankind's interior aims and ideals,
but he holds out to him or her his sublime doctrine
which can transform sinners to saints; solid principles
for a life in justice and love; and the possession of
himself, the Lord, in friendship and love, a union that
is all-absorbing and all- demanding, leading straight to
the Heart of God in the participation of God's own
Spirit.

The Good News he asks us to believe in is
primarily himself, God giving himself to each
individual person in his Son, first in obedient sacrifice
throughout life until death in the cross, all for
humankind, then in the sacrificial meal which re-enacts
and makes present his sacrificial giving of self in the
Eucharist, and finally in the end- reality of which the
Eucharist is the sign and seal, when God is possessed
in complete and perpetual love in the final gift of
himself. Such is the stupendous import of the
Good News.

The material-minded person has little interest in
the reign of God over him or her. It never enters into
his or her calculations, which are merely bound up with
the transitory and fleeting things in life. The sensual
and carnal person wants nothing to do with God's
reign, for it will deprive him or her of the kind of
pleasure for which he or she craves. But once the grace
of the Spirit has touched the little heart of humankind,
and he or she listens to Christ's beckoning to him or her
and is willing to reform his or her life and follow him,
there ensues a remarkable change, and one is soon
aware of a liberation, a quickening of spirit, a rebirth

of his or her whole being, that life St. Paul the Apostle
he considers all past possessions as mere rubbish, and
longs to be caught up by his Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ (Philippians 3:9).

Fr. Leo Alban Asuncion

Though we are not able to meet together during this
week, please keep these intentions in your personal
prayers, as Father will continue to include them in his
private masses.

Mass Intentions for the Week
Tues. January 19 N/A
Robert Pallotta Mr. & Mrs.
Donald Angotti
Wed. January 20 N/A
Gerry Rose ¥ Trudi Jensen
Thur. January 21 N/A
People of the Parish
Fri. January 22 N/A
People of the Parish
Sat. January 23 4:30PM
Robert Pallotta Bill & Diane
Thomas
Sun. January 24 9:00AM
People of the Parish
Port Costa 11:00AM
People of the Parish
T T
Sunday Collectiow - Jarnumawy 10
St. Rose, Crockett $1579
St. Patrick Mission, Port Costa $145

Thank you again to all who support our Parish!

No Ihdoor Mass!!

At this time, Contra Costa County has called for
outdoor Mass at both St. Rose and St. Patrick
Mission! We are still working on a plan, especially
for Christmas. Father Leo is considering returning
back to distributing Communion as we were doing
earlier in the summer months if people are not
comfortable with outdoor Mass due to the cold
weather. PLEASE LET US KNOW HOW YOU
FEEL; IT IS VERY IMPORTANT!!!

Masses

For our Christmas Masses at St. Rose, Father Leo was
able to celebrate the Mass on the altar while we shared
in the mass from our cars in the parking lot through the
radio and a projected image. While this is still not the
mass experience, we are all missing, it is what is
necessary to keep our parish and community safe. We
would really like to know how our parishioners felt
about this? As an older parish we have found that many
of our parishioners were not fulfilled with Masses
being streamed online., so we are trying to be creative!
It is all a work in progress, that takes many hands, so
for now Father will do Mass from the balcony of the
church, just inside the vestibule, facing the parking lot.
Please tune to 88.7FM to hear Father say Mass. After
Mass is completed, we ask that those who would like
to receive communion please DRIVE to the drive way
in front of the church and continue to drive in as though
you are going to drive down the drive way past the hall.
Father Leo will be outside waiting to give communion.
As your car approaches where he is, please turn your
car off, make sure your mask is on and approach Father
Leo for communion. After communion, please return
to your car and proceed down the drive way. We are
working on having a screen back so that Father can
again be on the altar.

Prayers for the Deceased

In your prayers, please remember
in a special way Patricia (Pat) Guerrieri.

——

Scarves

Runette has been kind enough to donate
her time in making some scarves like the
’ \r\\\ ones offered at the Christmas
@Q\ Boutique last year. If anyone is

interested in purchasing some ($15 each)
to keep you or your family warm they are available
in the rectory Mon- Fri from 8:30AM-2:00PM.
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Seminary Collection

Every year our Diocese takes up a second collection
for our financial support to our seminarians. | know
this year is a challenging year for all of us financially,
but I humbly appeal to all of you to give your best
effort to support our seminarians in their training and
formation in your own unique and creative way. Most
of all with our Bishop, | would like to request that you
keep our seminarians in your prayers. Prayer
especially during Holy Mass is the one of the most
effective ways in campaigning and promoting
vocations in our Church.

If you like to support their studies, please consider
making an e-donation through the following website:
https://oakdiocese.org/vocations Or send us a check to,
Office of Vocations, 2121 Harrison Street, Suite 100,
Oakland, CA 94612.

Fr. Carl Arcosa
Director of Vocations and Seminarians
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