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From the Desk of Fr. Leo 
 
    

      One of the strongest instincts of a human being is 

the desire to belong, to be included in   a group, and 

even hope to be part of the “in crowd.”   It is not 

without reason that people of all ages tend to form 

clubs and organizations. Always to be left out, always 

to be excluded is a cause for sadness; but on the other 

hand, always to be counted in, always to be sought 

after, can be an excuse for complacency. 

         It was the instinctive desire to belong that 

prompted someone from the crowd listening to Jesus 

to ask, “Lord, are they few in number who are to be 

saved?” Jesus was probably asked this same question 

countless of times during his preaching about the 

kingdom. Among many of the Jews, the question of 

whether the Gentiles would be saved as part of the 

kingdom was generally not even considered. They 

believed that descent from Abraham, together with the 

faithful observance of the Law, was what counted. The 

question asked of Jesus, therefore, referred only to the 

Jews. Apparently, the man who asked the question 

expected Jesus to give him a guarantee that he would 

be saved simply because he was a descendant of 

Abraham. 

           First, Jesus refused to answer the question about 

members    as irrelevant. He insisted that the people 

should not be concerned   about how many are saved., 

but rather that people should not work to make sure of 

their own salvation, regardless of what others may do. 

Secondly, he shook the man out of his complacency by 

declaring that blood descent from Israel's ancestry is 

no guarantee of entrance into the kingdom. Salvation   

is   not   automatic   for   anybody.   Jesus   condemned   

the   smugness   that   lay behind the man's question, 

and added a stern warning that one must work hard to 

gain entrance through the narrow door that leads into 

the kingdom. 

      That the words of Jesus apply to us as Catholics is 

obvious. We were incorporated into the new people of 

God, the Church, not through physical descent from 

Abraham, but through the spiritual generation of 

baptism. Just being a Catholic, however, is no 

guarantee of salvation. Nor is it proper for us to sit back 

and ask a lot of irrelevant questions about the salvation 

of those who are not Catholics. First, such questions 

often imply that since we as Catholics will be saved, it 

is only natural to wonder how people who are not  

 

 

 

 

 

Catholics can possibly be saved. Secondly, the asking 

of such questions expends energy on something that is 

entirely up to God in his wisdom and mercy. This is 

not to say that we are not to work for the salvation of 

all of humankind or try to win converts to the Church, 

Our Lord's point simply is that we cannot take our own 

salvation as a matter of course. It is something we must 

work at, and work hard. There is no room in God’s 

kingdom for the smug or complacent person. 

      To gain entrance into Gods kingdom, more is 

required than mere membership in the Church. We 

must try to do God's will in every aspect of our lives. 
 

Fr. Leo Alban Asuncion 

 
Mass Intentions for the Week 

 

Tues.                             August 23               11:00AM   

Christina Quiapo                                       Mom & Dad 
              
Wed.                             August 24               11:00AM 

Johnny Bianchi†                                                Family 
 

Thur.                            August 25                11:00PM 

Johnny Bianchi†                                                Family 

 

Fri.                                August 26               11:00AM 

Theresa & Edgar Allan                             Mom & Dad 
         (Anniversary)                                            

Sat.                                August 27                 4:30PM  

Johnny Bianchi †                                               Family                                            

                                                                  

Sun.                               August 28                 9:00AM 

Special Intentions 
                                                                                        

Port Costa                                                    11:00AM 

People of the Parish 
 

† †††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††† † 

 

“I was thinking about how people seem to read 

the Bible a lot more as they get older, then it 

dawned on me: they’re cramming for their final 

exam.” 

George Carlin 

Sunday Collection – August 14th 
 

St. Rose, Crockett                                $1926                

          

St. Patrick Mission                                 $135  

              

                  

Thank you again to all who support our Parish 

 
 
 

Coffee and Canvas 
 

 

SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 17TH  

AT 10:00AM!! 

 

Join us for a fun relaxing 

morning of carefree painting and coffee! Enjoy a light 

breakfast and lunch while you get the chance to paint a 

simple canvas, guided by a wonderful instructor from 

our parish. And of course, there will be coffee!! All of 

this for $30, plus your painting to take home as a 

memento. Set some time aside for yourself; all are 

welcome!  

 

Sign-ups in the vestibule. 

 

 

Faith Formation 
 

Our Faith Formation program will be starting the end 

of September! Registration forms are available in the 

office.  

 

CCD: and preparation for First Holy Communion 

every Sunday at 10:15 AM (must be in 1st grade). 

 

CONFIRMATION: This is a two-year formation 

program. Classes will be every Sunday at 10:15AM 

and one weekday a month with Father Leo. 

 

R.C.I.A. for those wanting to become Catholics. It is 

a two- year formation program for adults. Weekly 

meeting (TBA). 

 
 
 

Parish Fellowship 
 

St. Rose of Lima and St. Patrick 

Parishes will be holding a Parish 

Fellowship BBQ Sunday, August 28th at 

3:00PM in the St. Rose Parish hall. We 

invite everyone who has helped in one way or 

another! If you would like to bring something to 

contribute you are more than 

welcome, but it is not necessary.  

Father Leo will be providing 

BBQ’d meat, and will be tending 

the bar! 

 

St. Rose of Lima Feast Day 
 

This coming Tuesday, August 23rd, is 

the feast day for our patron saint, St. 

Rose of Lima. Father would like to 

invite parishioners to a special mass 

that day at 11:00AM! 

 

 

 
 

Parish Council 
 

Reminder, parish council meeting 

next Tuesday, August 23rd at 7pm in 

the hall.  

 

 

 
Bishops Appeal next Sunday 

To successfully achieve both our parish goals:  

St. Rose – 70.35% Our overall goal is $6,000. 

St. Patrick Mission –117.22% Great job! 

If you have not had an opportunity to make a pledge by 

returning your card through the mail, please complete 

contribute in the collection basket next weekend. 

WE CAN DO IT! 

 


